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Foreword.

It is with considerable satist:action and relief on acecount of my continued il health
that I present my third volume of Jain Inscriptions in the hands of those who fecl
especially interested in the history and auntiquity of the Jains. The inscriptions collected
in this volume are all from Jaisalmer, a place of unique importance as a great store-house

of the activities of the Swetambara Jains.

For a considerable time I had been planning to pay a visit to this important place.
My imagination was naturally stimulated by various writers and the glowing references
to the richness of the materials stored there. Dr. Buhler was the first to bring to light
before the general body of scholars that the great Jain Bhandar, deposited in the Jain
temple within the fort of Jaisalmer, contains a large number of ancient and important
palm-leaf manuscripts which would require yoars of hard work even in merely
cataloguing them. Dr.Hermann Jacobi, the great German scholar, also visited the place
in his company. It waslate Prof. S.R.Bhaadarkar, who had bzen therc in his official
capacity, and who gave us a more detailed account and list of manuscripts of the
several Bhandars both in the city and within the fort. Extracts from Dr, Buhler’s letter
{1874) and from Prof. S.R.Bhandarkar’s Report ( 1909 ) will be found in Appendix

A and B, amd I draw attention of my readers to the same,

Professor Bhiandarkar in his Report for 1904-05 and 1905-06 published in his appendix
I, portions of only 6 Jain inscriptions, which he collected there. Lately, Mr. Chimanlal
Dahya Bhai Dalal, M. A. Saaskrit Librarian, Baroda Central Library visited the place
with the object of cataloguing the manuscripts of the Bhandars and collected several
inscriptions of the various temples both at Jaisalmer and at Lodarva. Uafortunately he
died before he conld publish his work. Pandit Lajchandra Bhagawandas Gandhi, Jain
Pundit, Central Library, Baroda, published the pasthumons work, and 22 inscriptions

A
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have found place in the appendix of the same. Of these 22 inscriptions one is from a
Hindu temple of Sri Lakshmikantji in the fort and Nos. 20 and 21 are two porticns of
the same inscription and actually thercfore there are only 20 Jain inscriptions in the

work. I have seen one more \ernacular mscuptmn from Amarsagar published in “Jain
1

“jdv

Sahitva Samsodhaka,” a quarterly from PBona. Aitogcthcx there are, therefore, only 21

published inscriptions from Jaisalmer. The total number published in this volume is 479

andiso’! t’li’cei'>reader'\\vi‘ll,«g"et.herc 458 new 'Eiﬁscriptibns."/:' Coel T T el

ot uf! SLARTRNIES L b

TO\\"uds the end of 1‘)2o I vlsﬂ:cd ]alsalmer vm B'nmcr routc The ﬁrst swht

of! 1’:11\. tcmplcs \Vlth l'uwe uumbm of 1 nnages W 1‘Lhm them co:wmccd mc that a fnrtmn’h’c s
st'w “Hie utmost 1 could spare at the txmc, will hardlv Su‘hCL in t'\kmrr xubbm“s of a]l
the various interesting Prasastis and inscriptions on the’ pedeshls of images prcsc: ved
there.-* However, my stay in the city was for about 10 days, after. which T visited
Lodarva,. Amarsagar, Devikote and other places. ~The present volume is the result of/
my journey: I need hardly: say-that many of these inscriptions: will- be found uscful,
but I think it my duty to .draw the attention. of scholars to.at least a few. of the
most . interesting and unique among them.. o The first one which deserves . atiention -

is . Tapapattika anscription ( No. 2144 ).

Tapapat’mka : A g'lanc)e at the pl’ttc 'l\\«'ii‘l' show that 111stcnucs and~

penances lald down ’m Jam Agana locl\cd upon \\ 1111 O'xeat \'cueratwn qre

LS S S A TR

mscrlbed on‘the stone alonof wfch the ﬁ\'c_ Kalv'mak TlthlS o{ ihc 94 11rthan1\ar<
1t IS G [ DI SO S A RN

or the d1ea1: Tcachcrs of the present cycle of veaxs

o~

The ﬁvc nnport'mi evcnts m

, D Tan e ,
a Tlrthanl\ars life namc]v conceptlon, 1)111:11 ;IlltlaLIOIl, Tttamincﬁt of ommscmnicfé'
and final emancipation] are lu;ow‘h‘ as 1{;]\ a‘1'1a1\s and. the datcs of suclf~ eéents f
are -held sacred - By the Jains! cOUL b T8 Derd o o e el e
ool U "-.'.:,\ ; SO ' o . . ‘ .

{I havs come! '1c1<)ss only one mscubed tablet in D1lw a ’cemplcs on Mt. Abu
coif’caimnd f.hese Panch Kalyanak Tﬁltjlns Nor'pig{temhés Vet been pubhshed” é)f‘:
thls Mt. }}bu 1115C11PFI_OH 'a'udl i\’}th' a Wf;e;{” I tosailsf\ th;ewgqui 1551{:}' of ‘I:he O‘gij:lelg}afl
reade1 ‘ anc‘lv as a mgtehal kfof i y‘::}‘l(:.‘ s,’cud:(;I}fYci ’of ; Jam Au’c.l'c.lbt'u.t‘vu T pubhsh ’che s{é.,n‘ié '
on a sepereite plateaxid iu‘)i)ej 1t‘r'{\;11‘1' ’J}‘fe.fa{{n'd }léé’fu] ‘f siendiey bipon e owiciod Dufth

SR 1o L incia o ' g
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. The r.ext unique m=cnphcn oi t}ns col_lectxon IS the Prﬁ*ash or, dcdlcatory
s‘tonc of thc P.u’sh\\anath temple at Lodarva, the o]d rumed cap;ta] to\vn Thxs
temple was Dbuilt in the 17th century on the mte of the old tem;le. Thls is thJc‘
first’ and “the only’ spcclmexf“ll Fave’ comé! acrold of a- Piasisti «wnften“m verse
within'Satadala Padma "Ya#trdl ‘that '§s, “hiindted Tetalled ‘1ofns ( ‘page 160)"11:‘ is’
also “vbréinterssting to “hote that"{hb Tefter i thd- ccntrc, “'hlch iz gedcr'lll\‘ “the
beginidg letter bf évery .1oot 'of ‘the-verdd, it thd'] Tlakt I ot edel Tine Sw'fHs >
inscription. This shows high technidal achiévcmént't Gt /ind huthor!Hid’ pcrfcctmastex‘y
over the lexicographr. of, classical; sapskrit,.~The ~vhole thing- is in culogy; of
Parshwanath, the 23rd Tirthankar to whom ,»ﬁ,}f‘},i.t?fr‘;’_f’-lﬁ,inismfl;edécf‘scd‘ Other

details on top, sides and bogt'(‘)’xyz:grg i_n.p:rg)sle} s, T e
The last and not the least importdrity<is Ltlie «!inseription’ of ) Pattawali

{ page 177) deposited in onc:of~thé- cdrder!-templest.at Lodarvas +which deserves
’ special notice. It enumerates the long series.of teachers from Lord Aahavira, the
lalst Tirth'mkar of the _]nins up to the Devardhi Gani Kshamashramana under
\\-hosc (uper\lsmn thc “hole of the then cus’cmv Jain  canons, were rcduced to

\\ntmg at thc csunml at \allabhl in Guzrat.- ., e .

As a lay observer I can hardly do justice to the architectnral -exellence of these
ancient monuments at Jaisalmer but cven a layman can appreciate -the beauti-
ful carvings over the porch of the Parshwanath temple and the magnificient
dome of Santinath /temple.. The whole thing is in such a nice proportion that the
view is really \'c;_v pleasing. There is no clumsiness inspite of the numerous

" carved figures and the appearance is not heavy. The Architecture reminds us of
the similar works of urt found at Boro Bodur in Java. I also take this opportunity
to present to my readers some specimens of the type of sculpture found in the

Jain temples on a seperate plate.

A short note on the State, its rulers, and the places from where the inscriptions
were collected are given in the introduction. The reader will also find some more

useful informationg regarding the important temples, their conseerators and a brief
DR * = - s
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account of the leading Oswal families, who have left behind scme lasting: monu-

ments to posterity.

A bibliography cn Jaisalmer has also been prepared and will be found after.
appendiz B. I have received much help from the Bibliography on Jaisalmer published
in Rajputana Gazetteer Vol. III A, Page 39 ( 1909 ) and {from the general Biblio-
graphical list on Rajputana in the revised edition of Col. Tod’s “The Annals and

Antiquities of Rajputana” by Willilam Crooke ( 1920 ).

The volume contains five appendices after the text showin'g —

(1) the different dates,

(2) names of sovereigns and ruling princes,
(3) list of clans and gotras,

(4) names of gachhas with list of Acharyas,

(5) places of consecration &c., found in the inscriptions.

These appendices will be found very useful for reference. The plates of the 1mpor-
tant inscriptions and other interesting views have hzen prepared and inserted iu their

proper places in the text. I do sincerely hope that the callection will be welcomed
both here in India and outside,

48, INDIAN MIRROR STREET, Y

Calentta, February 1929 P. C. NAHAR.



.Appendix A.

Extract from Mr. S, P. Paadif, M. A's translation of Dr. Bubler's letter on Jaisalmer Bhandar
blished in the t tion of the Berlin Academy, March, 1874,
( From Indian Antiquary, Vol. IV. Pages 81—83.)

P

[n Jessalmir, which was founded about the middle of the twelfth century.
after the destruction of Lodorva, the old capital of the Bhatti Rajputs, there is
a large colony of Jains. According to tradition the forefathers of these people
came from Lodorva along with the Rajputs, and from thence Lrought with them
to Jessalmir o most holy image of Parasnath ( Parsraratia ). For this image a
temple was built in the ffteenth century under the pontificate of Jina Bhadra-
suri, to which were gradnally added six other temples dedicated to different
Tirthankaras., Through this temple and the wealth of the Jain community, which
has spread its trade and banking business over the whole of Rajputann, Malva,
and Central India, Jessalmir has obtained a high fame= as onc of the principal ssats
of the Jain faith.” Especially, "howeser, is the renown of the Bhandar or Library
everywhere celebrated, which, according to the statements of the Gujaratis, surpasses
all similar Bhandars in the world. It was therefore one of the chief objects of
my jouraey to obtain admittance to this Bhandar, and to mnake its contents accessible
to sclence. After some trouble I rucceeded in solving the mystery, and it turns
out th:'\t the magnitude of the Bhandar has been very mnch exaggerated, but its

contents are npevertheless of great value



Appendix B.

Fxtract from Appendix I of the Report of a second tour in scarch of Sanskrit Manuscripts made
inRajputana and Central India in 1904-05 & 1905-06 by S. R. Bhandarkar M. A,
~ Professor of Sanskrit, Elphinstone College, Bombay, 1907,

Inscriptions at Jaisalmer.

No. L
From the Chintamani-Parsvanatha Temple. &

The inscription is intended to he a prasasti of the festivities in c0nnccti$n
with the comsecration, etc., of the temple. Most of it is in prose. A long genea-
logy is given of the Sreshthins ( merchants ) who built the temple, who were
of Ukesa vamsa and Rankanvaya. The notable pilgrimages of some of their
ancestors are mentioned with their dates. Then a Kharatara pattavali is given
from Jinakusala to Jinaraja and Jinavardhana is mentioned as being on the Patta
at that time. It was Jinavardhana, who had the pratishtha ( consecration } of the temple |
built by the- Sreshthins performed and also that of the idols thercin in Samvat

1473 during the reign of Lakshmanaraja. The prasasti was composed by Jayasagaragani.

No. II.
From the same. §

This is wholly in verse. The first two stanzas are devoted to the praise of -
Parsvanatha and the third one to that of Jaisalmer. Then a genealogy is given

ci king Lakshmana. The kings of the dyrasty are mentioned as belonging to thé

% Oee Inscription No. 2113, pages 5—T -
§ See Inscription No, 2112, pages 1—5
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Yadukula. The genealogy given begins with Jaitrasimha. Jaitrasimha’s sons were
Muladeva (or Mularaja) and Ratnasimha, who righteously protected the earth as
Lakshmana and Rama did of old. Ratnasimha’s son was Ghatasimha who like a
lion tearing up the eclephants in the shai)e of the Mlechchhas forcibly wrested
their Vapradari from them. Mularaja's son was Devaraja; Devaraja’s son was
Kehari and the latter's son was Lakshmana. The last one receives general praise
in six stanzas in which it is stated that he worshipped the fect of Surisvara, Sagara-
chandra. Then a pattavali of the Chandra Kula from Jinakusala to Jinaraja is
given, By the advice of Jinaraja the building of the temple was commenced by
the Kharatara Samgha during the reign of Lakshmana and by his orders Sagara:
chandra in Samvat 1459 ( Nereshuvardhindu ) placed the idolin the innermost sanctuary
( garbhagriha ). Under the direction of Jinavardhana the temple was completed in
Samvat 1473. Then the -city which has got such a temple, the Ling in whose
reign it was built, the Samgha who built it and those who would see it in future
ages are all congratulated on their good fortune. The Jina temple is called
Lakshmana-vihara. The Prasasti was composed by Sadhu Kirtiraya,

No. IIL
From the same. ¢

This refers to the setting up of an idol of Parsvanatha in the temple in
Samvat 1403 during the reign of Vayarasimha,

No. V.
From the Sambhavanatha Temple,
('Thc temple underneath which is the big Bhandar),

Jaisalmer is herein praised as being acknowledged even by powerful Mlcehchia
Lings to be difficult to capture even for thousands of encmics. Then is praised

} Sece inscription No. 2114, page §
1 See imscription No. 2139, pages 13—20 -
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